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¥ | INTRODUCTION

As we read Briquet’s short history of ‘Les anciennes papeteries du Duché de Bar’ (1898), reprinted in Briguet's
Opuscula (1955), we learn that in the fifteenth century there were three paper-mills on the Saulx just southwest
of Bar-le-Duc: at Ville-sur-Saulx, Lisle-en-Rigault, and Jean d'Heures.

The mill at Ville-sur-Saulx, about ten kilometres from Bar-le-Duc, is one of the earliest datable mills in France.
A watermark showing the Shield of Bar, with fishes and cross-crosslets, carries the date back to 1347/8: Br. 2092.
Following in the footsteps of Lucien Wiener, author of the Etude sur les filigranes des papiers lorrains (Nancy, 1893),
and Briquet himself, we can rediscover this Shield of Bar at Nancy in the Archives de Meurthe-et-Moselle. A later
example of the Shield of Bar in the Brussels Paper Collection dates from 1463: Br. 2093." In a different mark
showing the Shield of France we read the name of the town "Ville fus falx’ lightly lettered between the crown
and the lilies of France: Br. 1789 (Morley on the Saulx 1468). Lorraine, still an independent nation, was making
paper for the French market.

The second mill, a little downriver at the village of Lisle-en-Rigault, used the Shield lettered lile: Br. 1885 (1469)
with crosier, and 1886 (1471) with fleur-de-lis above. It is well to note the form of the gothic I's. This interesting
species of mark occurs notably in the ‘Costerian’ Pontanus Singularia [ca 1472] and Speculum 111 [ca 1474] and in
Chaucer, Canterbury Tales [Caxton, 1478], though only as a random mark in each book. Curiously, Le Clert
insisted that the [ile mark belonged to Champagne, because the mill at Mussy sur Seine was situated on L’ile’;?
but the abundance of the mark in the two archives at Bar-le-Duc proves him wrong.

The third mill, using the Shield inscribed iado®, was farther north again and downriver at the former Abbey
and Chateau de Jean d’Heures. Today a modern machine mill operates nearby, making fine white paper inscribed
Tean d’'Heures’. The paper with the abbreviated Latin inscription of about 1470 is found in an impression of the
blockbook Ars moriendi I, now at the Huntington Library in California and in a number of Low Country volumes
printed from movable types. The archives at Bar-le-Duc contain information on the Abbey and the mill beyond
what Briquet discovered. His investigation brought forth the correct interpretation of the curious Latin inscrip-
tion. But his magic did not work on the similar Shield with just three letters.

Let us examine the letters afresh. The last letter is surely an s, a round gothic s. Briquet was probably right
here. But his combination ne s or n ¢ s appears not to make sense. The letters, our experience tells us, should
stand for a papermaker or for a place. It occurs to us that the first letter may be a u instead of an n, for such goth-
ic letters were often confused. There may have been an upper gap in the letter, a small one, which Briquet
did not see. Or he may have been making a subjective choice within an ambiguity, between alternatives. Now
we try the tall middle letter. It is really toolongtobea ¢ or e, as Briquetsuggested. It mustbean I or {. Butwe
see thatitisvery unlike the I's in [ile, with their divided tops. It must be a long j. It has been objected that this
i should not have the foot that shows so clearly. And yet several letters on the [ile and iado® shield have such
gothic feet. Within the medium of copper wire, which as yet could not be drawn very thin, the watermark
maker could not easily get a better result.

Thus our letters look to be u i s. That might mean v { s. Now the answer springs readily to mind. Ville-sur-
Saulx! In such a placename it would be natural to use the long { for the preposition. As for lower case letters for
the nouns, this is not unusual in medieval inscriptions. In any case we have parallels in [ile and iado".

A puzzling thing is that the v { s watermark is very rare. Briquet did not find it at Bar-le-Duc; nor did I'in a
week’s search there. The example at Brussels is derived from papers brought into the Royal Archives from Malines
and selected for the volumes of watermarks displayed at the Exhibition of 1873. What has been lacking is the
twin mark, from the companion mould, and it may turn up among the Malines documents.

Meanwhile the twin has emerged from the British Museum copy of the Pontanus Singularia, the notable book
printed on paper by the Speculum or “Costerian’ Printer, perhaps at Utrecht (BMC, IX.4). This is what Briquet

! The document from Foug (east of Bar-le-Duc) in the Archives de la Meuse is dated 1465 rather than 1467 as Briquet has it.
2 Louis Le Clert, Le Papier... a Troyes, I (Paris, 1926), 180-2 and pl. XIIIL.




